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Neither Howe of Congress was in session

tod.y. _

It is reported that the President, in order to

satisfy Mr. Packard for not giving him the
collectorahip of New Orleaos, will, at onoe,

offer him ao cqaally remunerative position.
Mr. Hayes's real strength.that upon which he
can rely.lies now in the South.all that he
bad io the North has gone, save that which
still attaches to him by reason of the cohesive
attraotioo of public office. Some of his previ
oos appointments have already dimioisbed Lis

strength n oo inconsiderable degree io the
South, and, io view of his unpopularity "id the
North, it would not be wisi to weakeo it aoy
more, as would necessarily be the case were he
to appoint a man so objeotiooable to the peopleof that section as Mr. Paokard has render-
ed himself. The patience and long suffering
of the Southern people should entitle them to

increased respect, instead of being presumed
upon io order to impose oo them still lurtber
indignities; but, Jeaviog such considerations as

these out of view, the proposed appointment
will be in accordance neither with the home
rule nor the oivil service reform policy, heretofore

announced by the President as the parti-
cular measures by wbioh he intended to cbarac
terize his administration. Nobody will com*

plain if Mr. Packard continue to lunch at

the White House as often as may be agreeable
to himself and the President, but bis appointmentto ao office in which he will have business
relations with the people of the South will be
highly objectionable.
Mr. Barbour introduced another bill in the

Virginia House of Delegates yesterday provii
iog for refunding the State debt io three per
cent, bonds, and setting aside the net revenue

of the tax oo licenses for the payment of the
interest. As ever? member of the Legislature
has now had time for his "say" on the debt
question, and as some of them have not lost a

single opportunity afforded for that purpose,
the people of the State are tired of talk, aBd
are anxiously awaiting some definite action on

the subject.
In New Yoik, to day, a gold dollar was

worth only one cent and three fouths of a cent

more than a paper dollar. If the currency be
let alone.it will not be long before the little dif*!
ference still existing in the value of gold and
paper money will have entirely vanished. The
disagreeable fact is that both sorts of money
are now so inconveniently scarce that most peoplewould not higgle about receiving paper in
payment of a debt, even if it had been contracted

upon a gold basis.

During the debate yesterday .in the U. S.
Houee of Bepreeentatives on the Pioneer Mill
case, it was developed that cot only justice, but,
strange as it may seem, even loyally, is as

nothing compared to geographical location. .No
matter hew just the claim or how loyal the
laimant, provided it be for property in the
unfortunate b'oulb, the average radical will opposeit.

Id the State SsDate yesterday Mr. Lee, from
the Committee oq Roads, reported Senate bill
authorizing the erection of toll gates od abaD
doned turnpikes, with amendments.
A bill to reduce the salary of membnra from

$540 to $300, the reduction to take effect from
the pas-age of the act was passed. The bill
makes the pay of clerks the same as the pay of
members, and increases the pay of the pages
from $10 per week to $14 per week (they dow

receive $21 per week.) The vote oo the passageof th9 bill was.ayes 39, noes 2.Mes»ra.
Stevens and Powell.

In the House of Delegates bills were introducedto tax cigars and cigarettes, and to allow
commutation to soldiers maimed in war in lieu
at artificial limbs provided by law.
A House joint resolution instructing our Senatorsand rffjuestingour Representatives in Con

gress to vote for the nnoonditional remonetiaitionof silver and as a legal tender was favorablyreported npOD.
A resolution was referred that the Joiot

Committee on Reapportionment be instructed
to allot to eaoh Congressional district eleven
delegates, suoh delegates to be distributed a«

the representatives from each district may
agree npoD.
The Committee on Retrenchment and Reformreported a bill to amend the Code io relationto salaries of officers of the Government

and the compensation of members of tbe GeneralAssembly. The bill provides among other
thin?* that the nav of members and officers of
the House be reduced about 33| per cent., aod
the employees of the government generally
about 20 per cent.
The pay of the judges of the Court of Appealsis left the same as now, except to strike

out the provision allowing Judge Christian
$1,000 extra for residing at Riohmond. The
salary of reporter of the Court of Appeals is reducedfrom $1,500 to $1,200.
The pay of the judges of the Cirouit Courls

is reduced from $2,000 to $1,600, exoept in the
Seventh Cirouit Court, where it is left at
$2 300.
The salary of the county judges is reduoed

from $350 to $280, and $20 extra given lor
every 1.000 inhabitants over 10,000.
The salary of the Attorney General is not reduoed.
The Auditor of Public Aooounts, Second Auditor,aod Treasurer are prohibited from employingany extra clerks.
The resolution menaoralizing Congress to

grant pensions to the soldiers and widows of
soldiers of the Mexican war was passed.
The bill appropriating $400 to purohase a

burial plaoe for oonvicts outside of the limits of
the oity of Richmond was passed.
A bill iu relation to unlawful fishing was referred..

Indian Affairs.
Nkw York, Jan. 19..A Lawrence, Kansas,

special says: A city reporter held an interviewto-day with I)r. Wm. Nicholson, late
Central Superintendent of Indian Affairs, in
this city. In reply to various questions, Dr.
Nicholson states that the Superintendency was
discontinued because it is the policy of the
present Commissioner of Indian Affairs to requireagents to report directly to Washington.

ALEXANDRIA
Letter from Richmond.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. 1
Richmond, Jannary 18, 1875.

In the House, to d»y, Mr. Barbour presented <3
another bill in reference to the State debt, t

which wis referred to the Finance Committee, t
It reads as follows:

]. Beit enacted by the General Assembly, C

That there shall be a board for auditing and al- (

lowing the amount justly due to the^ owners of 1
any bonds or stocks claimed to be due by this j
Commonwealth. The said Board shall consist ^
of the Treasurer and Second Auditor and shall
be designated as the Board for Auditing the I
Public Debt of Virginia. J

2. Whenever the Eaid Board shall be equally I

divided on aDy vote it shall immediately fit a I

time and place for an adjourned meeting, and i

notify the Attorney General of such equal divi- (
sion and of the time and place fixed for 6uch ad- '

journed meeting. Thereupon' it shall be the
duty of the Attorney General to attend the said
adjourned meeting, when he shall vote as a J

member of said Board on the question or quea- i

tions about which eaid Board at its last meeting
may have so equally divii«d, i

8. The owners of any of the bonds or stocks of
this Commonwealth outstanding prior to the 30ih J
day of March, 1871, may preseai me same uj iue

Board for Auditing the Public Debt of \irginia.
Wcereupon, it shall be the duty of said Board to

ascertain and record what is the amount of two

thirds of the interest justly due or to become due
thereon to the first day of July, 1878. And the
owners of such bonds or stocks issued subsequent to

the said 30th day of March, 1871, may present the
same to the said Board ; whereupon it shall be the
dnty of the said Board to ascertain and record what 1

is the amount justly dne or to become doe thereon
to the 1st day of July, 1678. <

4. The owner of any such bonds or 6tocks in full
discharge of all his demands against this Commonwealthon account of the bonds or stocss so presentedto the said Board may fund the amount ascertainedto be due to him in the manner prescribed by
the third section of this act In three per centum
registered bonds of this Commonwealth of the denominationof one hundred and multiples thereof,
dated July 1, 1876, and to become due and payable
thirty years after date. For any fractional sums

less than $100 certificates shall be issued bearing
the same date and rate of interest and payable at

the same time as the bonds issued under this section,which certificates in sums of $100 or any multiplethereof shall be eicbangable for bonds of the
character herein authorized to be issued, and new

certificates of like character may be Issued for any
fractional sums less lhan $100 that may remain in
making such exchange.

6. That to pay the annnal interest and redeem
the principal of the bonds authorised to be issued
by this act the entire annual net revenue from the
tax on licenses shall be and is hereby set apart and
appropriated until, together with such other revenueas the General Assembly may dedicate to the
same purpose, the whole principal and interest of
the said bonds shall be paid.

0. This act shall be in force from its passage.
The Hou3e and Senate both were rather thin

to-day io cambers. Quite a Dumber of the
members of the House have been taken down
with chills aDd fevers, which are prevailing to
an alarming extent among the people's representatives.Dr. Cox ha3 his hands fall of cases.

The doctor is called into use so much 33 a physicianby his brother members that be is often
kept from his seat in the Honse. The fact is
that the doctor is a number one physician, aDd
then he recognizes the fact that courtesy is dne
to his brother members aod.never obarges .
Can it be wondered that he is popular.
Next week the fight on the debt question

will probably open in earnest. Mr. Moffett's
bill has been reported from the Committee on
Finance aod is now before the House. It is
idle to conceal the fact that the Moffett readjusteeare very strong in this Legislature, and
the indications seem toshow that Mr. BaTbonr's
proposition stands a good show of beiQg
adopted.
Mr. Ashton, member of' the House from

King George, to day presented a bill to impose
a tax of one cent on every cigar sold and two
cents upon every package of cigarettes, and
making each dealer pay a fee of seventy-five
cents to the Commisnoner of the Revenue for
issuing their licenses. The bill provides furtherthat the Moffett register shall be used to
indicate the number of cigars sold, and that
each dealer shali keep a book and enter therein
the number of all the cigars sold, aod testify to
its correctness oo oath. The act is based mainlyupon the Moffett law. There has been no
expression of opinion upon it from members of
tne House because it is not befora that body
yet, but the cigar meo are raising particular
mischief ab:ut it.
The House had another tquabble over the

subject of fish to day. So far there has been
more talkiog oo the subject of fish than the
debt, and the members are so divided apoo it
that the discussion will probably be continued
to the close of the session. Sach a nuisance
has all this talk become that members tarn

away in disgust at the sight of a fish, and shed
tears when they see the muchabU3ed oyster,
while the few crabs who have orawled up as

high as Richmond are eaten hard and painfully.
There is one member of the Legislature who

boasts that he has voted against every biil in
tbe body.
So far Mr. Henry, the Dewly eleoted delegateto the House from RiobmoDd, has done

alt tbe talking for one delegation, if I except
Gen. AnderBOD. Mr. Henry is a grandson of
the well known Patrick, and will make his maik
in the body.
Baltimore Conference 91. E. Church,

Mouth.
The Baltimore Conference M. K. Church,

South, will meet on tbe Oth of March, in St.
Paufa 31. K. Church, South, Rev. Dr. Cox,
pastor. West Fayette street, near Republican
street. By rale of this Conference tho ministercan remain at one charge four years. Tho
only changes necessary to be made under this
rale in Baltimore are Rev. W. W. Walker,
pastor of Trinity Church, corner Madison
avenue and Preston street, and Rev. J. A.
Kero, pastor of Central Chnrcb, Harlem
Square, it is said that 31 r. Walker will not
accept an appointment to any particular charge
at the next conference, hut will remove to bis
home, in Westmoreland county, Va. Mr.
Walker in early life joined the Conference of
tho M. P. Chnrcb, and for some years continuedin tbe itioeraocy. After his marriage he
left the itinerancy and want to live upon a

farm in Westmoreland county. Subsequently
he entered upon the praotice of law, in whioh
be beoame prominent in Riobmond, Northumberland,Westmoreland and Lancaster oounties,
Va., still retaining his connection with the
oburoh as a local preaoher.
When the Methodist Protestant Churoh and

the Methodist Episoopal Church, South, in
' ' *-- f . Ti-J m. 117.11 L-
mac section 01 eouoiry uoueu, iur. nailer uucameidentified with the latter denomination.
Four years ago he was induced to accept the
pastorate of Trinity Church, and came to Baltimoreto live, although continuing bis practiceto a considerable extent in the Virginia
courts.his old clients insisting on his continuingas their attorney in settling up pendiog
cases. Mr. Walker owob 2,500 acres of land
in Virginia, and is in very oomfortable oironm
stances..Baltimore Sun. ,

More Failure*. '

New York, Jan. 19..Powers, Gaston &
Co., extensive jobbers in boots and shoes, Duane
and Church streets, have suspended. Liabili-
ties $260,000; nominal assets $265,000; real 1

$150,000. Geo. L. Watrous & Co., jobbers 1

in hats, furs and straw goods, Broadway, have *

assigned. Liabilities $100,000; assets unknown.
John Thomas, mining stook broker, Broad !
street, and late president of the Qaeeo of the
West Silver Mining Company, has made an J
assignment. Liabilities $88,000; assets merely !
nominal. j
Thos. Hunt, almost the last of the old line i

merchants of New York, died there yesterday, I fl

Bged 79. If
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Foreign Hew**.

ENGLAND.
Iq tbe House of Commons the Queen's ad-!

Iress was moved by the Hod. Wiibraham Eger* j
on and seconded by Mr. RobertTenoaor, mem- j
>er for Leeds.
In reply to the Queen's speech, the Marquis j

>f Hartington repeated the accusation that the
rovernmeot wilfully assumed a position of isoatioD.It was not clear whether the governDent'sappeal to the liberality of Parliament
vas immediate or contingent co the further
orosecudon of the war. There were grave ob-
ectioos to such a vote. 1 he reasons given lor!
t io tbe royal speech were so vaeue that it j
eemed either as if tbe government koew what:
he unexpected occurrence they mention was

»nd wished to bring it on, or were tempting the j
lurks to farther resisteDo:.
° C--XT._J V ..tU.i., Pr-.ornJ'.-tr /if ill,* !
cir oiaujru j juutJic, vyuauv^.w.

Exchequer, complained ol rhe opposition's persistentmisrepresentation of tie government's
policy io alleging the government had a fixed
determination to go to war on bchalfof I'urkey.
As regarded their alleged isolation, Eog'.aod
was io the same pusitioD a-: other neutral Powersand would speak cu- when it was deemed
necessary.
The government did not know what the

Russian proposals for peace would be.
Theybad at present no proposals to make

themselves. It' the Russian proposals to

any way aff<c:ed the arrangements between
the European Powers they must receive
the as-ent of thoae Powers The position
of the government was one of considerable del
icacy and anxiety. They Lad no proposals to

make at present, but thought it right to r-ay it
might become their duty to pat themselves in
a position to enable them to take the oec-rs-ary
precautions.
They w<?re as anxious as anyone to uVuid the

horrors of war and stop tie present conflict,
but at the same time they believed uow was

the time when, by prope: action, they e_>uld
prevent farther embroilment. The government
had no secret intentions but could not hope for
success uoless they had the proper support of
Parliament.

Mr. Gladstone asked if he rightly understood
the government had no proposals to make in
regard to this grant until they knew the Rus
sian conditions ?

Sir Stafford Northcote replied affirmatively.
Mr. Gladstone was glad to hear that, lie

could not complain ol the warning that the governmentmight have to ask a grant, I ut thought
nothing yet was knowa justifying .-ucb a demand.

Mr. Mitchell Henry moved an amendment
to the address praying an examination into
Irish grievances.

After some further di.-cussion the debate was

adjournad.
The Ljndon Times of this morning, io its

leadiog'editorial artie'e, says: "Nothing more

satisfactory to the couotry with respect to the
immediate coarse of public affairs cauid well
have occorred than the declarations which
were yesterday made in the Queen's speech,
as well as by the ministerial leaders in the iwj
houses of Parliament. The alarms recently
raised respecting the possibility of a warlike
policy being adopted by the government may
now be finally dismissed."
The same paper, commenting on the docu

meots contained in the li uo Rook. which was

published yesterday, says: "In Lord Derby's
recent dispatches we cannot find a trace of the
apprehensions, such as alone could have justifiedthe late outbreak of war IceliDg in certain
quarter?. It is now abundantly ciear that the
teeling was confined to a small, though noisy,
minority, but it will be a satisfaction and relic t
to the whole country to know that it found no

echo in the official utterances of the government."
la the House of Commons, yesterday evening,the amendment to the address, moved by

Mr. Mitchell Henry, that an examination be
made into the Irish grievances, was r-jc.cd
by a vote of 3ul to 48. The address was then
agreed to.

THE EASTERN WAR.

A dispatch from Constantinople contains ihe
following: "Queen Victoria's .*pcceh has
caused considerable disappointment here. The
Turkish peace delegates have arrived at Karabuner.It is reported that Lbe Grand Duke
Nicholas is at Veni Sagbra. At Thursday's
sitting of the Chamber a message from the
Grand Yiz:er was read asking the deputies to

appoint five of their number to share in the
deliberations of the committee of Senators.
Ulemas and officers, which will direct militajy
measures io the event of the failure of armisticenegotiations."
The British Consul at Constantinople has

asked permission to leave, but Minister Layard
ordered him to remain at his post. Mrs. Layardhas given assistance to 40,000 refugees
within the last five days. The British gunboat
Torch has disembarked a number of refugees
at Bourghas, and English marines are patrolingthe streets of that place.
A Rassiao dispatch announces that General

Skobeleff entered Philippopolis on the IGth instantand extinguished the fliraes in the Bui
gariao dwellings, which had been fired by the
retreating Turks.
A epecial from St. Petersburg says: "A

person who helped to draw up the armistice
conditions states that they are euch as are not

likely to be accepted by the Turks." The same

dispatch states that the Minister of the loterior
has instructed the press to be moderate in its
remarks about Austria and England.
A Pera dispatch has the following: "It is

said that the Grand Dake Nicholas, accompaniedby his staff and, General Ignatieff, met the
Turkish delegates on Friday morniog at a stationon the Jamboli railroad. The Grand Duke
had advanced to meet the delegates because of
the difficulty on the road, and courteously iovitedthem to return by carriage with him."
QneeD Viotoria telegraphed to the Sultan

that be was already acquainted with the action
ot Iho British Government, and that she bad
herself urged the Czar to make a prompt and
honorable peace.
The Turks have evacuated Kasan, south of

Osman Bazaar. The Russians hereby secure

the head of another Balkan pass. All the war

material, etc., has been removed from OsmaD
Bazaar to K*ki Dfuma.
A Constantinople correspondent telegraphs:

"I am assured that the Council of Mioisters
to day deoided to order the Turkish Ambassadorsat Vienna and London to require an explanationof the protests against a separate
peaoe recently lodged by Austria and England,
and to ask how far Turkey may oount upon the
support of those countries."
A correspondent at Vienna declares positively"(hat Austria has made no communicationto the Porto concerning the terms of peace

Bioce ber answer to the Porte's note ot December12 askiog mediatioo. The present report
appma fn hn founded nnon reservations which
Austria then made."
A correspondent at Pera states that the

Tarkiah delegates met the Grand Duke Nicholasat Tiroova SemoDli, and preliminary notes
were exchanged. The Grand Duke theo announcedthat he bad decided to treat only at

Adriauople, which should be immediately
evacuated. The delegates having assented,
jrders were telegraphed to Djemil Pasha to
jvaonate Adrianople. Upon this decision being
jommnnicated to the foreign eonsuls at Adriaaoplethey telegraphed to their Ambassadors
or instructions, and were ordered to remain
md proteot their countrymen. Djemil Pasha
hen prepared to retire upon the fortified lines
>efore Adrianople, where reinforoements are

low ooDceotrating. The Russians will probably
arrive at Adrianople in two days, Tiroova Sem- J
nli being thirty-five kilometres distant there-1
rom. Negotiations will then begin. It is gen-'

fD VIRGINIA A
eral'y thought here that the widest policy is for
Turkey to make peace at once.
London, Jan. 10..The Times' Bucharest

correspondent, who has gone to Giurge70 to
try and cross the Danube at that place imo
Balgaria, telegraphs from Ginrgevo as follows:
"The mortality amoDg the Turkish prisoners
at Fratishti is fearful. The station of Fratishti
is becr-ming a terror to travelers between Bucharestand the Danube. Kven if there is ncthto?worse there than ordinary typhus, the
mortality evidenced by the numerous graves iu
the plain surrounding the prisoners' camp justifiesthe apprehensions of travelers. I saw
Kusrian soldiers digging huge graves, and near

them fifty Turkish corpses lying in confused
heaps, as they were emptied from the deal
cart-. Their ragged, halt clad forms, sod the
frost bites visible on their oaked limbs, gave
cvideoce ot the hardships they had suffered on

their drc-adtul march from Ni'kopolis."
otba

A report that an armistice has been concluded
in Cuba betweeu the Spaniards and the

patriots is officially denied, but a suspension of
1 1 * »* »1 _A I*

hostilities his Decd ordered in a smau pan 01

the small district of Cawaguey, to receive
overtures from the remaining members of the
Cuban Congress and their principal chieftains
who have taken refuee there.

1 lie l'ioucer Mills.
U the U. S. House of Representative, yes

terday, in the Cummitlee of the Whole, Mr.
Caldw-.l1, o: Tennessee, in the chair, the bill
tor the relicf of SV. 11. Newman and L. A.
Vran Ilotfman was read. It directs the Secro
tary of the Treasury to pay W. n. Newman
and \j. A. Van Holfmao the sum of $13,430.07,
in full compensation for the use of the Pioneer
Mills, in Alexandria, Virginia, by the Uoited
Stati s authorities during the late war.

Mr. Jones, of Ohio.1 desire to state britfly
my objection to this bill. As I understand it,
this is a bill to pay a claim for the rent of mill
property in Alexandria, Virginia, occupied by
the United States troors duriDg the war. i
think there are serious objections to the paywentby special enactment of all this class of
claims. As preliminary to what I wish to say
oo this subjiof, I send to the Clerk's desk and
ask to have read the paragraphs which i have
marked in a letter written by ifamuel J. Tilden
dunce the late Presidential campaign. The
portion L a.»k to be read embraces all that refersto the subject ucder consideration.
The Ckrk read as follows:.

New York, October 21.
Dear .Sir.1 have received your letter informingmo that republicans high in authority are

publicly representing that "the Sonth desires,
no' without hope," to obtain payment for losses
during the Into war and to have provision made
for the rebel debt and for the losses of slaves.
As the payment of such losso3 and claims was
notdejmed important enough to deserve tho
notice ot either convention at tho time it wss

held, you also ask m-* to state my views in regard
to their recognition by the Government. Though
disposed myself to abile by the issue as made
up already, I have no hesitation to comply with
your request. * ' "*

Should I be elected President tho provisions
cf the fourteenth amendment will, as far as dependson me, be maintained, executed and enlorcedin perfect and absolute good faith. No
rebel debt will be assumed or paid. No claim
f ir V>rS or emancipation of any slavo wi;l be
allowel. No claim for any loss or damage incurredby disloyal persons, arising from the late
war, whether covered by the fourteenth amendmentor not. wiil be recognized or paid. The
cotton tax will not be refunded. I shall deem
it my duty to veto every bill providing for tne
assumption or payment of any such debts,
losses, damage*, claims or lor refunding any tax.

Tr.e danger to the National Treasury is not
fr.. in claims of persons who aided the rebollion,
"but from the claims of persons res cing in the
Southern States, or having property in those
states, who were or pretended to be, or who
for the s-.ke f aiding the claims now pretend to
bo, loyal to Shi Government of the Union.
Such claims, ever, of loyal persons, where they
are from acts caused by the operation of the war,
have been disowned by the public law of civilized
nations, condemned by adjudications of the SupremeCourt of the United Slates, and or.iy nrd
any status by the force of speciflc legislation of
Congress. These claims have become stale
and are often tainted vv.th fraud.
TV.af arc nearlv slw.iva r.vrc-d in whole
cr in part by claim agents, by speculators
or lubbhts, who have no equity against tax-pay-
ors or the public. They snouid in ail case3 be
scrutinized with jealous Care. The calamities to
individuals which were indicted by the late war

areforlbe most part irreparable. The Uovernmnt
cannut call to life the million of cur youth who
went to untimely graves, cor compensate for the
sufferings or sorrow of their relatives or friends.
It cannot readjust between individuals the burdecsof taxation hitherto borne or of debts incurredto sustain the Government wnic'n are yet
to be paid, It cannot apportion anew among
our citizens the damages or losses incident to

military operations, or resulting in every varietyof form from its measures o: maintaining its
own existence. It has r.o safe general rule but
to let by-gones be bygones, to turn from the
dead past to the new and better future, and on

this basis assure peace, reconcilation, and fraternitybetween ail sections, classess and races of
our people, to the end that all the springs of our

preductive industries may be quickened and
new prosperity created in which the evils of the
past shall be lorgotten.

Very respectfully yours,
Sam'l. S. Tildes'.

Hon. A ham 3. Hewitt.
Mr. KicD. I would like to ,ask the gentlemana question.
Mr. Jones, of Ohio. I will hear it in a momentwhen 1 get through.
Now, upon the subject of the payment of

claims from States that went into the rebellion,
I desire to have read an extract from a report
of the Committee of Claims made to the Thirty-ninthCongress. This report wa3 made by
Hon. Colambus Delano, a man of enlarged experiencein public affairs; a great lawyer, and
although while a member of Presideot Grant's
cabinet the subject of vituperation and denunciationby the public press, yet in courage, capacity,and public integrity odg of the foremost
men of this or any other oouotry. I send to the
Clerk's desk an extract from his report, which
1 desire to have read.
The Clerk read as follows:
If we go into an inquiry as to the loyalty of

these individuals, my word for it every one of
them will give us some evidence of loyalty.
You will find that they will be able to procure
ex parte affidavits or evidence of 6ome sort, apparentlysufficient for the establishment of their
loyalty. These and like considerations have
brought the committee to the conclusion.and
that conclusion was unanimous.that an effort to
discriminate between the loyal and the disloyal
would bo an impracticability, and that the result
of it would be to bring this House to the paymentof all this class of claims.

Mr. Jones, of Ohio. This whole subject has
been so thoroughly discussed that it is only
necessary to allude to what others have said
upon it. I call attention to what was said i
an elaborate and voluminous report made to
the Forty-third Congress by Hon. William
Lawrence, then the abP, industrious, and in-
defatigable chairman of the Committee on War
Claim-'. After ao exhaustive rehearsal of the
law of the subject, he says:
From all this it is apparent thai no committee

of Congress could with any degree of justice,
either to the Government or claimants, investigateseparate claims. This could only be done
by a body clothed with power to visit southern
localities and ascertain facts by a searching
scrutiny and personal conferences with witness"
es. If any provision should bo made in this
class of claims, it should be in a mode very differentthan that of an examination of claims in
detail on ex parte evidence by a committee of
Congress.
That is exactly what is proposed to be done

if we pass claims of the character of the oue

dow under discussion. I have thus called attentionto reports made by these two distinguishedchairmen of former committees and
also to what was said upon this class of claims
by a distinguished candidate for the Prssideney, I

referring the other side of the House to the I
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language of feat letter, and this side to the
expressions of the two able chairmen of the f
committees to whom I have referred. It will
Dot be_ c'.timed by anybody that there is any
law which furnishes a legal basis fjr the pay- ,

meet of the class ol c'aims noder consideration. (
If paid at all, it :s simply an act of generous
bcoiGccOce. I know tbat it was said the other c

day that this claim was based upon a contract;
but when that question was examined it turned
out that some sixteen years ago, in ]>ol, when
our army entered Alexandria, where the brave
Ellsworth lost his life in tearing down the Confederateflag which up to tbat time had floated
over that city, there was a mill there worth, 1 i

believe, accordiog to the statement, $160;000,
which was leased by parties in New York,
who were usiog it and were doubtless grindingout subsistence for the Confederate army
at Manassas. An officer of the army takes
possession of it and in the hurry and excite-
ntent De is a&Kea trie question oy toe occapant,
"Will I get any pay tor it?" and replies, "If
you are loyal, you wiil get your pay".a mere
opinion expressed without consideration and
without authority, and now that is dressed up
as though it were a contract. Every man who
is familiar with the manner in which this kind
ol property was taken possession of knows that
there was nothing in it that warrants the applicationof the term of contract to it. The
capture of Alexandria rendered the property
useless to the lessees aod to the owoers, and it
was used by the Government, and that is all
there is of it.
Now this claim which is pu:hed probably, in

the language of Mr. TildeD, by some claim
ageot, comes here under such circumstances
that we cannot tell whether this money, if we

pay it by this special act, will go to the lessees
tf this property, who it is claimed were loyal,
or to the inaD who owoed the ground on which
the mill stood, about whose loyalty there is an
ominous silence, or to the agents of those in
whose name the claim is made, or wiil bo equallyiliviilt-J between them all. I call attention
to the fact that this action of the committee
that reported ibis biil to the present House
would open a door to this large class of
claim.*; and it is a little singular that now
is the first time that one of this class of claims
has ever found its way to the piivate calendarthrough the favorable action of a committeeof this House. It is a little siogular
that right after the clost of the Presidential
canvass, when votes were obtained by these
professions of opposition to the paymeot of
claims of this ela*s, we find the other side of
the House pressing such claims to an allowaoce.
Mr. Bright. Will the gentleman permit me

to make a correction ? This claim is not reportedfrom the Committee of Claims, but from
the Committee on War Claims, as I understand.

Mr. Jones, of Ohio. Very well; whatever
may be the committee from which the claim
comes the case is the same; it belongs to that
class of claims referred to by the gentlemen
who made the reports from the Committees on

Claims and Accounts to which I have called
attention, and by the writer of the letter which
has been read.

Mr. Bright. I only wished to set the gen,tleman right as to the facts.
Mr. Springer. 1 wish to ask the geotlemao

from Ohio whether the claim now before the
Committee of the Whole is in his jalgmcDt
such a claim as those referred to in Mr. Til-
lieD's letter whicti tie nas caused to tie reaa at
the Clerk's desk?
Mr. Jon:.-, of Ohio. Yes, sir; io my j'udgmeotit is. Io the latter part ot that letter, as

the geotleman will God it' he peruses it caref'mly,Mr. Tildco alludes to the danger to the
public Treasury from claims made by persons
claicuincr to be loyal; and he alludes to the fartherfact that almost anybody can get a certificateof loyalty.

Mr. Fioley. Can anybody get a certificate of
loyalty from Mr. Evarts?
Mr. Jones, of Ohio. I am not here to make

any discrimination as to persons. Mr. Erarts's
certificate is to b? treated io the same way as

certificates of other reputable men are to be
treated. We can no* afford to vote $15,000 of
the people's m:n.y up <n certificates alone of
anybody, especially when we thereby open the
door to the presentation ot claims for millions
ff <JulUrr.

I propose to treat this matter fairly. It may
be said tc3t it will not do for the Government
to refnse payment of claims of this character.
If that be so, I ark whether it is cot right,
whether it is do: a simple act of justice that
this House shall treat ail loyal claimants aiike
when they belong to precisely the s»^e class.

For instance, this House cannot safely conivert itself into a subordinate bureau of the
War Department; this House caDnot safely co
into the business of auditing, adjusting, and
allowing claims, because to do so would take
up ail our time year after year, as has
been shown in the elaborate reports to
which I have called attention. What then
should be done, if anything? My positionis this : If these claims are to be
paid it is the duty of this House, and this
House cannot escape that responsibility, of
deviriog some means whereby al! loyal claimantsin the Southern States will be treated
alike. I understand it to be the fact that duringthis Congress a bill was introduced by a

» . i i 1 ..t

gentleman oq tne opposite siae looting to tne
examination and adjudication of all claims of
precisely the same character with the one now

pending before this Committee of the Whole,
and that the committee of this House to whom
it was referred reported it back adversely. If
I am wroDg io that I hope the gentleman from
Texas wiil oorrect me. The point I make,then,
is this: If it be true that this House, through
its proper orgao, the committee having the
subject io charge, will not adopt any general
legislation in reference to the class of claims to
which this belongs ; if it is to shut the public
door against loyal men who hold these claims
all over the Southern oountry and say it will
not pay them, it should not open a private
door through which favorites can push their
claims and get them paid ; that would be to
make fish of one man's olaim and flesh of
another.

I wish to say further (and 1 have no other
object in speaking at the present time than to
address myself to the business before the House)
that every time wo pass a claim of this kind
through the House, every time we audit such
a olaim and pass it because the claimant has
some influential friend here to push it through,
we do the grossest injustice to all other claim- i
ants of a like character who are unable by i

reason of the want of a general law to get
their olaims acted upon. It is our duty,
where there is a class of claimants like those
now asking for relief, not to pass any special
law, but on the conirary to reject all special
enactments and at the earliest practicable mo-
moot devise a general law by whioh all loyal
claimants from the Southern States shall be
treated alike. It is a responsibility from which
wc cannot escape.that either all or none should
be audited and adjasted as they all rest upon
precisely the same principle. i

Mr. Springer. L desire to remark, in reply
to what the gentleman from Ohio has stated in
regard to the letter of Mr. Tilden, which has
been read at the Clerk's desk.i
Mr. IlaDna. I move the committee rise, ae <

it is now half past OQe o'olock, to take up the
resolutions from the Senate, notifying this
House ot the death of Senator Morton.
Mr. Eden. I hope the geDtleman will wait

a moment. J
Mr. Springer. I thought the lime fixed for

the special order was two o'clock.
The Chairman. No; half past one.
Mr. Edeo. Of course I do not propose to

resist the motion of my colleague, but I hope
he will withhold it until a correction can be
made.

Mr. Jones, of Ohio. I still hold the floor,
but will yield to a question if that gentleman
wishes to ask mo one. <

Mr. Eden. I do not resist the motion of »Ka Pilljentieman from Indiana if he presses it.Mr. Springer. I wish to make a correct^,.Mr. Hanna. I will yield for that purpose!""Mr. Townsend, of New York. I hopV\v.jentleman wiil yield, so we may hear TilitV"j '

naugura!._ [Laughter.]
Mr. Springer. Before the committee rl«- tlesire a correction to be made.
Mr. Jones, of Ohio. Very well.
Mr. Springer. The letter caused to be re*Jit the clerk's desk by the gentleman from Oh

*

was written by Mr. Tiiden in October la.st. a*jefer6 to "claims arising out of the operationsVf *
:

.he war,"'while the case before the commit;^ £
s that of a ciaim by citizens of New York fcj f xent of a building owned by them in A.lezanifia,Virginia, and rented to the Quanorma":,ter's Department and used by the Goverumer.";.It is a claim on the part of northern eit.zen'5who had nv.hing to do with the rebellion, andIs no more a claim arising out of the operationsof the war than a claim for the rent of a buiid"ng to the Government in this city.\ r _ r\ t .

-nr. i wisp to ask the gC'Li'.iXb'fromIllinois whether he ma&L- to explain ytletter of Wr. Tilden as not including this chi"!acter of war claims ?
Mr. Springer. I do. As I read Mr. Thiec';letter it has no reference to such a claim as tnv

now before the committee. This claim cjnothing to do with Southern war claims such a.Mr. Tilden opposed in his letter. It is, on tha
contrary, a claim of northern citizens, who hinothingto do with the war, i _>r rent of propertyowned Dy them in Alexandria, which was rentedto the Government and used by the Government.Alexandria was excepted by Mr. Lit. §1coin's proclamation, and was not declared u bein insurrection.
Mr. Conger. Is the gentleman author!* ;i u

say that Mr. Tilden did not mean to iaclulsthis class of claimsToe country would uk« toknow it. K-'
Mr. Springer, "nutb.ieal unto the day Is t:.;

evil thereof." Iam only correcting the err -:
into which the gentleman from Unio has fallen,and stating that the letter of Mr. Tilden, vvhi:o
was read, referred to claims grow.ng out of a.;"causedby the operations of the Wi-. and no: in
any v/ay to the presentclhimonlnfeoart o: northerncitizens for property rented to the g >vemment.I am speaking of this c airn. *ni this
only, and wish it to be understood that Mr. T..den'sletter does not, a; urged by the gentleman
from Otio, relate at all to claims liso the onnowpending.
Mr. Conger. Tna country supposed it*: he

did includo all such claims.
Mr. Mills. The gentlemen need nil b? int-rGatingthemselves anout Mr. Til-den. for he w...

not be the democratic nomtaee for President in
1393.
Mr. Jones, of Ohio. I yeld to the gentlemanfrom Indianna to made his motion
Mr. Hanna. I move the committee rise.
The motion was agreed to.
The committee accordingly arose; ani^tn.speakerhaving resume! the chair. Mr. Caldwell,of Tenn., reported that the Committee..:

the Whole House had h&i under consideration
the Private Calendar, and particular.y a nil.
(H. K No. lS'o-jj for the relief of W. H. Newmanand L. A. Vanhoffman, and had com': tnoresolution thereon.

News ot ihe Day.
jgr.The members ol the Louisiana Returning

Board were arraigoed in the Superior Cfim.os.
Court of New Oilcans, yesterday. Toe indie:
ment charges them with forgery and with
altering the returns of VerooD parish. i'oeir
counsel made a moiiou toqaesh the in Jiccmen
on the ground that the proceeding* were irr.gular.The motion was overrated without
argument. Toe members ol the Board then
pleaded not guilty, and were admitted to bii.
on their old bonds. The day ol trial was r.jt
dx-?u.

Eighteen months a^o a Mrs. Dilss, hou^c
keeper for Joo. Uovd,a farmer living at Penos
ville, near Salem, N\ J., was murdered and
her body horribly mutilated. The cireumstancesof the marder remained a mystery until |P
a few days ago. when certain facts were dis
closed warranting the arrest of a colored man

io the employ of L'oyd as the murderer. The
evidence, it is said, is coneiasive of k;s guilt.
The revenue cattcr McLean has retnrufd

to GRveston from her second craise in search
of the dredge boat McAllister and rep in*
finding a portion of the dredge, establishing
a'most beyond doubt her loss. The schoom r

Venal, reported mining in these dispatcbe-,
is safe at Sabine Pass.
The county comptroller of Alleghany couo-y.

Pa., makes the fo.lowing estimate of the losbvthe riotsStrictly private property, $5d
oX»; mixed property, including freights,
$1,100 strict y raiiroai property, $i,l* J.<>00:total, $2,010,000.
A further postponement of one week w^grantedto d^y by the court on the hearin : ot

the question cf the receivership for the Cbs rtet
Oak Life Insurance Company.
Two boys, Geo. Koscbc-ski and John Win

ters. broke through the ice while skatiog at
Columbusviile, L. I., yesterday, and weie
drowned.
John Maxson'a woolen mili, at Chester, Pa.,

was destroyed by fire this morning. Loss esti
mated from $ 15,0'JO to $20,000, lully iosurei.
The postoffice at N'ortbhead, Grand Manan.

N. B., with the contents, was burned to-day.
All the Island mails were consumed.

From Washington.
[special to the alexandria gazette. |

Washington, D. C. jad. ly.
In the House ot Representatives yesterday

amoDg the petitions presented waa one Ly Mr. jGoodc.cfVa., of citizens of Norfolk, Ports
.l. j \t. f-11. ir: i._ .i,a

muuiu auu j/iuriois cuumy, y irgiui3, iut u;c

establishment of a quarantine hospital by the
Government, at the entrance of Elizabeth river,
which was referred to the Committee od Naval
Affairs.
Mr. iiunton, of Va , presented the paper*

relating to the claim of W. T. Tansill which {
were referred to the Committee on Claim*.
A bill was introduced in the Senate yes

terday for the conveyance of low grouods,
knowa as the K-idwell Bottoms, in front
of the city of Washington. The bill provides
that the powers and duties heretofore devolved
udoo and vested in "the mayor of the city of
Washington for the time being" be vested in
the Secretary of tho Interior, who shall executethe deeds thereby required, under his
hand and official seal.
The District Commissioners yesterday aJ

dressed a communication to the chairmao of the
[louse Committee ou the District of Columbia'
inviting the favorable (consideration of the com
mitteo to a communication relatiog to an ob
struction io the channel of the Potomac river,
known as tho Virginia and Georgetown channel
md the request for a Congressional appropria
tion tor the removal of the same. The object
of the Commissioners is to bespeak, as far as

proper, its influence in obtaining the appropri
ation asked for.
The well known gambling honse of John

Wills and Jerra Jewell was raided by the po
lice last night.
The republican Senators held a oancas yesterdayfor a further consideration of the charges

against, Sergeant at Arms French. The di-<
i-_ . f l_!.

2u9sioq od me pare qi rrcucu a uppuueur
was quite acrimonious at times, but the caucu-1
adjourned without taking definite action, and
afterward referred the matter to a committee
of five Senators.

Mrs. Hayes held a reception this eveniog.
A Senatorial investigating committee will

make a unanimous report fully exonerating
Senator Grover from all complicity in any attemptof bribery or corruption to secure his seat
io the United States Senate.
Mrs. F. A. Wood, daughter of ex Senator

fl. S. Foote, has been appointed to a clerkship
in the Dead Letter Office at a salary of
per annum.

The "Baby's Best Friend" is Dr. Bali's
Baby Syrup, since it maintains the baby's
health by keeping it free from colic, diarrbcei,
etc. Price 25 cts.


